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Pantipa Chuenchat 2007: The Literary Works of Female Authors in the Early Rattanakosin Period:
A Study of Concept, Presentation Technique and Identity. Master of Arts (Thai Literature),
Major Field: Thai Literature, Department of Literature. Thesis Advisor:

Assistant Professor Yada Arampee, Ph.D. 215 pages.

This research was aimed at making an analytical study of literary works by female authors of the
early Rattankosin period in terms of 1) concept, 2) presentation technique, and 3) the authors’ identity. This

is a quantitative research based on thirteen works by six authors. The findings can be concluded as follows:

1. Female authors of the early Rattankosin period had the concepts, in relation to mankind, society

and environment, similar to those of high-ranking people contemporary to them.

2. Female authors of the early Rattankosin period used both prose and verse in their writings: prose
was used in non-fiction to make records of historical events, while verse was used in both non-fiction and
fiction. Using verse in fiction was appropriate, as verse was considered more suitable for emotional
expression. Furthermore, the female authors also made use of particular poetic patterns, called ‘kolabot,” in
their writings to attract public interest as well as to express their poetical skill. Most of the female authors
under study were conservative in their writing technique. However, there were some who liberated themselves

from conventions, creating spectacles in literary circle.

3. Female authors of the early Rattankosin period were mostly courtiers who were closely related to
the royal family and noblemen, the stories about whom were therefore depicted. The authors also expressed
their knowledge and interest in state affairs as well as in Buddhism, despite the fact that there were
restrictions against such knowledge and interest for them, especially on the religious side. They made their
identity distinctive. These female authors thus formed a group of creative writers whose works became

a novelty in literature.
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